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Joint Statement

The European Parliament Plenary needs to largely adopt the Motion for
Resolution Objecting to high ILUC-risk Delegated Regulation to save EU’s
strategic protein policies

Ahead of the July Plenary vote on the Joint EPP-ECR-Renew Motion for Objection?® largely
adopted by ITRE Committee on 24 June, the undersigned organisations urge the
parliamentary Groups to object to Delegated Act 2026/2680 (amending Delegated Act
2019/807), as the classification of soybean oil as a high-risk feedstock for indirect land-
use change (ILUC), within the framework of Renewable Energy Directive (RED), falls short
of the required EU standards of evidence-based policymaking. During the mid-May Plenary
debate and the early June AGRI Committee debate on biofuels, most parliamentary groups
already deplored the lack of coherence between two key EU policy areas: renewable
energies and EU protein supply. Going forward, the Motion needs to be adopted in the EP
Plenary with the largest majority possible in July.

In the run-up to the publication of the Commission Protein Plan, the said Delegated Act
imperils the EU objectives for improved protein autonomy and food security. It would have
significant consequences for the competitiveness of the European soy value chain and put
a break on the EU soy production potential. In a context of high geopolitical instability, a
highly volatile energy market and shifting trade relations, the roll-out of the high-ILUC
classification appears out of sync and puts a strain on the resilience of agri-food supply
chains.

Currently examining the CMO II Proposal (EU protein crops sector - 2025/0237), the
European Parliament already scrutinized and singled out the obvious policy incoherences
and the incompatibility of this Delegated Act.

Soybeans are a cornerstone of Europe’s ambition to strengthen its protein supply. The
production expansion is driven by demand for the soy meal which represents 80% of the
crop. The economic viability of EU soybean processing depends, however, on both outputs:
soy meal for the feed sector and soybean oil. While the share of soybean oil supplied to
the biofuels market can considerably vary year-on-year, it is a structural pillar of European

1 Co-signed by 13 MEPs of the EPP, ECR and Renew Groups:

Angelika Niebler, Christian Ehler, Virgil-Daniel Popescu, Matej Tonin, Letizia Moratti, Andrea Wechsler, Elena
Donazzan, Mariateresa Vivaldini, Nicola Procaccini, Angelika Winzig, Michael Hadjipantela, Zala Tomasic¢, Andreas
Glick
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soy processing. Losing access to the biofuels market would render many EU crushing
operations uncompetitive and cause a sharp decline in demand for European-grown
soybeans, weakening domestic value chains and increasing reliance on imports of protein
meals. Classifying soy as a high ILUC feedstock would put EU soy production at risk, at a
time when the Commission has prioritised the stimulation of EU protein production.
Increasing the EU’s protein production and strategic autonomy requires strengthening
investment in European soybean breeding as underlined in the Vision for Agriculture and
Food. Soybean is a key crop for food and feed protein supply and its expansion in Europe
depends on the development of innovative, competitive varieties capable of performing
under increasingly challenging climatic conditions. Cultivation of soybeans in the EU plays
an essential role in diversifying crop rotations and improving soil health through nitrogen
management. Soybean also allows for relatively lower fertilizer use which supports further
reduction of the EU’s dependency at a time when their availability and affordability is a
serious concern and lowers farmers’ input costs.

The proposed Delegated Regulation is based on a methodology containing serious flaws
and data weaknesses that require a thorough overhaul to ensure transparent, fair, and
non-discriminatory results. Some methodological decisions have led to wrongly attributing
land expansion into forests to soy and have equally overestimated the real land use
impact. Some parts of the data used have not been disclosed, raising transparency
concerns and not allowing the calculations to be fully replicated to test their validity.

Promoting Low-ILUC certification as an alternative is misleading and unrealistic, due to
the design of the criteria for which evidence is extremely difficult to obtain and bears
considerable administrative and financial implications for farmers. It cannot lead to the
production of any comparable, sizable volume of soybean oil and protein.

Considering the strategic role soy plays for enhancing EU food security, the evident lack
of policy coherence between priorities under the upcoming Protein Plan and under the
Renewable Energy Directive with an ILUC-methodology showing significant flaws, and
having regard to the serious consequences for EU soy farming and processing, we urge
the European Parliament to object to the Delegated Regulation.

The signatories

COCERAL - The European Association of Trade in Cereals, Oilseeds, Rice, Pulses, Olive
Oil, Oils and Fats, Animal Feed and Agrosupply

COPA-COGECA - European Farmers and European Agri-Cooperatives

Donau Soja - The European, multi-stakeholder, not-for profit membership organisation
supporting the European Protein Transition

EBB - The European Biodiesel Board
Euroseeds - The association representing the European seed sector
FEDIOL - The Vegetable oil and protein meal industry

FEFAC - The European Feed Manufacturers' Federation



